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Creating ABC Bunyip Saves the Big Black Boogie Swamp was not without its 

fair share of “blooper” illustrations. Movie Director’s Cuts are such fun, that I 

thought you would enjoy a look into the secret images that did not make it into 

the final published version of this book.  

Authors know their manuscripts have to be word perfect before letting the eyes 

of the world gaze upon their precious words. For picture book authors there is 

a double whammy. We have to edit the words, AND we have to edit the pictures 

too...even if we are not the illustrator. 

Kids are an exacting audience, so we have to be picture perfect too! 

Along with the illustrator, the graphic design work has to be pretty spiffy. The 

original concept for the front cover of ABC Bunyip Saves the Big Black Boogie 

Swamp was and still is uninspiring. It lacks the “Wow Factor” and looks 

amateurish. So, into the Reject File!  
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The front cover held interesting challenges. What can I say, but, “Oops!” That is 

one very pink pig smiling out from the page. Cute eh? Yes, except, Raymond, 

the pig character in the book, is a little black pig! Flip through the pages and 

every illustration and the text shows Raymond as a black pig.  

 

And then the back cover had the ISBN and barcode aligned so the printer would 

chop them off!  
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Characters had to be developed before work could commence on the 

illustrations depicting the story. I started with the hardest character, ABC Bunyip. 

As a mythical being, he came from my imagination. My husband will attest that 

trying to “get inside my head” is near impossible. So the illustrator had a very 

hard task. 

The first candidate had my bunyip looking like it belonged in a Chinese Lion 

Dance at Chinese New Year. Repeated communications did not improve the 

outcome, so I continued my search for the perfect illustrator. 

 

After much searching I came across an illustrator who obviously loved nature 

and I tested her imagination. Her initial sketch had my bunyip looking way too 

scary for my audience. But with open communication channels, a more 

youthful looking bunyip developed, meeting the picture in my head and in my 

words, perfectly.  

Oops! 



 

 

5 

   

 

And I was totally enamoured with my Big Black Boogie Swamp. I just love it.  

 

  

1 2 



 

 

6 

Archie, the dotty Dalmatian was easier to create as I had photographs of “the 

real Archie”. Even so, the cute book character ended up looking more like Max.  
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Australians have a unique sense of dress style, somewhat different from what 

the Paris based illustrator had encountered. Thanks to Google and the internet, 

I was able to introduce her to Akubra hats, images of Aussie farmers and the 

RM Williams catalogue for images of their inimitable fashion. Once Farmer Joe 

had a shave, a crash diet and a change of clothes, he stopped looking like an 

American oil baron and morphed into an Aussie farmer.  
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Young Joey, Farmer Joe’s son looked far too trendy and urbane in the initial 

sketches. Again Google helped out, so we could “hayseed” him down. Adding 

stitching to jeans and discarding pointy toed boots, along with a less suave 

hairstyle, transformed Young Joey into our Aussie boy.  

  

 

 

With character images sorted, illustra-

ting the text began. 

The sign in early images caused more 

challenges and revisions than you 

would think possible. Alterations were 

needed to the sign colour, the text, the 

arrangement of the text and the chain 

link holder had to be changed to a 

nail, in keeping with the story.  
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What a troublesome sign! A crucial 

oversight and deviation from the 

manuscript in an early sketch, had 

the sign being tossed in the air, 

rather than being moved by, 

“huffing and fluffing”.  

 

 

 

 

 

Then the Big Black Boogie Swamp 

turned green. And in a further 

deviation from the manuscript, 

The Big Black Boogie Swamp that 

“is sooo dark. Nobody even knows 

if the swamp has a bottom”, took 

on transparency that made it look 

inviting!  
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Oh and notice that ABC now has a dark green chest instead of pale green. An 

audit of all the ABC illustrations revealed four different treatments of his 

underbelly! It is so easy to see what you expect to see. 
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Aussies style does not just extend to our clothing. Even campfires have a specific 

look, with the initial campfire sketch falling short of the mark. 

  

Early ideas had Archie and Raymond wallowing in the swamp, pegged as being 

a two page spread. I am still stunned that with such a large image, that Archie 

came with half an ear! However, with the revisions done to give Archie a whole 

ear, the final layout could not accommodate the spread. But the image looks 

great as a half page.  
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Perspective was clearly not the focus when Young Joey met ABC Bunyip. Young 

Joey kneeling down on one knee and still being a similar height to ABC 

destroyed the concept that ABC could cause fear simply because of his size. 

Back to the drawing board.  
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Finally, honing in on tiny details, highlighted discrepancies in the fabric design 

and the fastenings on Farmer Joe’s shirt, not all the characters actually had eye 

colour...and not all characters had consistent eye colour throughout the story.  

  

But as they say, “If a job is worth doing, it is worth doing well.” 

At the end of the day, I am totally thrilled with my illustrations. I hope you love 

them too and that you enjoyed a look behind the scenes at creating ABC 

Bunyip Saves the Big Black Boogie Swamp.  
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If you are reading this, you have already joined 

our mailing list. Thank you, and welcome!  
 

We hope you enjoyed our Director’s Cut of 

this book. If you haven’t yet read this funny 

story, here is where you can buy a signed 

copy.    

https://www.kathylittlemore.com/bookshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know you can help boost an author’s career?  

 

Apart from buying and reading their books, you can: 
 

1 Review their books. 

2 Tell others about them, face to face or on your favourite social media platform. 

3 Dress as your favourite character for National Book Week School Book Parade.        

 

 

  
 


